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> 20m
tonnes

ANNUAL PRODUCTION OF TEXTILE 
WASTE IN CHINA

Source:
CBG (2016), 中国废旧纺织品回收利用情况分析
http://free.chinabaogao.com/gonggongfuwu/201601/ 
01142322032016.html
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Source: 
WRAP (2012), Valuing Our Clothes 
http://www.wrap.org.uk/sites/files/wrap/VoC%20FINAL%20online%202012%2007%2011.pdfSLIDESHOW:T2ZW-01-2

1.13m
tonnes

end-of-life clothing are no longer 
wanted by UK consumers each year

ARE SENT TO LANDFILL

350k tonnes
= £140m
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Source:
LIFE ECAP (2015), European Sustainable Clothing Action Plan
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.
cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=5307&docType=pdfSLIDESHOW:T2ZW-01-3

9.4bn
tonnes

OF TEXTILE WASTE ARE EITHER 
LANDFILLED OR INCINERATED 

EACH YEAR

IN THE EUROPEAN UNION
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WHAT ARE THE ISSUES SURROUNDING TEXTILE WASTE?
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PRE-CONSUMER WASTE
is made up of manufacturing waste that has 

not reached the consumer.
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WHAT ARE THE ISSUES SURROUNDING TEXTILE WASTE?
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POST-CONSUMER WASTE
is waste collected after the consumer has 

disposed of it.
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WHAT ARE THE ISSUES SURROUNDING TEXTILE WASTE?
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PRE-PRODUCTION
Ordering an extra 10-20% of fabric than is needed 
is common practice in the fashion industry.

Source:
Maker’s Row (2015), Manufacturing Your First Collection?
https://makersrow.com/blog/2015/03/manufacturing-your-first-
collection-here-are-5-things-to-save-you-time-money/
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WHAT ARE THE ISSUES SURROUNDING TEXTILE WASTE?
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MANUFACTURING
A large amount of textile waste is generated during the 
manufacturing stage, averaging at 25% of the fabrics 
and fibres used in production, but this figure can reach 
as high as 47%

Source: 
Reverse Resources The potential of remanufacturing 
reverseresources.net/about/remanufacturing

http://reverseresources.net/about/remanufacturing
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WHAT ARE THE ISSUES SURROUNDING TEXTILE WASTE?
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POST-MANUFACTURING
Overorders of fabrics are sometimes sold to third 
parties, put into storage, discarded or even destroyed.
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WHAT ARE THE ISSUES SURROUNDING TEXTILE WASTE?
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Source:
McKinsey & Company (2016), 
Style that’s sustainable: A new fast-fashion formula

AVERAGE CONSUMER 
CONSUMPTION OF CLOTHING

15 years ago

2016

+60%
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WHAT ARE THE ISSUES SURROUNDING TEXTILE WASTE?
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ALMOST 

100% 
REUSABLE OR 
RECYCLABLE

TEXTILE WASTE:

SLIDESHOW:T2ZW-01-10
Source:
Secondary Materials and Recycled Textiles Association, Media Kit 
https://www.smartasn.org/SMARTASN/assets/File/resources/SMART_
PressKitOnline.pdf
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WHAT IS ZERO-WASTE DESIGN?
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ZERO-WASTE
is a design technique that eliminates textile 

waste at the design stage.

SLIDESHOW:T2ZW-02
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Image credit: Study NY

“Making Fashion Without Making Waste.” 

SLIDESHOW:T2ZW-03-1
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Image credit: Study NY

SLIDESHOW:T2ZW-03-2
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Image credit: Study NY

SLIDESHOW:T2ZW-03-3
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Image credit: Study NY

SLIDESHOW:T2ZW-03-4
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“Clothes have magic. Their geometry forms shapes that can lend the wearer power.”
Yeohlee Teng

Image credit: Yeohlee

SLIDESHOW:T2ZW-04-1
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Image credit: Yeohlee

SLIDESHOW:T2ZW-04-2
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Image credit: Yeohlee

SLIDESHOW:T2ZW-04-3
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“I try to make interesting and fresh pieces using sustainable design strategies and facing the 
limitations that come with sustainable fashion as an inspiration rather than a disadvantage.”

Farrah Floyd

Image credit: Farrah Floyd

SLIDESHOW:T2ZW-05-1
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A,U,C - Spring/Summer 2016
Image credit: Farrah Floyd

SLIDESHOW:T2ZW-05-2
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Image credit: Farrah Floyd
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ZERO-WASTE EXERCISE 1: Zero-waste T-shirt pattern 
REDRESSDESIGNAWARD.COM

Image credit: Holly McQuillan

EXERCISE SHEET: T2ZW-06-1
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ZERO-WASTE EXERCISE 1: Zero-waste T-shirt pattern 
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Image credit: Holly McQuillan

SLIDESHOW:T2ZW-06-2
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ZERO-WASTE EXERCISE 2: ZERO-WASTE PATTERN DESIGN
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Image credit: Holly McQuillan

EXERCISE SHEET: T2ZW-07

T-Shirt pattern -Back

T-Shirt pattern -Front

T-Shirt sleeve


