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> 20m
tonnes

ANNUAL PRODUCTION OF TEXTILE 
WASTE IN CHINA

Source:
CBG (2016), 中国废旧纺织品回收利用情况分析
http://free.chinabaogao.com/gonggongfuwu/201601/ 
01142322032016.html
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Source: 
WRAP (2012), Valuing Our Clothes 
http://www.wrap.org.uk/sites/files/wrap/VoC%20FINAL%20online%202012%2007%2011.pdfSLIDESHOW:T4RC-01-2

1.13m
tonnes

end-of-life clothing are no longer 
wanted by UK consumers each year

ARE SENT TO LANDFILL

350k tonnes
= £140m
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Source:
LIFE ECAP (2015), European Sustainable Clothing Action Plan
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.
cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=5307&docType=pdfSLIDESHOW:T4RC-01-3

9.4bn
tonnes

OF TEXTILE WASTE ARE EITHER 
LANDFILLED OR INCINERATED 

EACH YEAR

IN THE EUROPEAN UNION
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PRE-CONSUMER WASTE
is made up of manufacturing waste that has 

not reached the consumer.

SLIDESHOW:T4RC-01-4
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WHAT ARE THE ISSUES SURROUNDING TEXTILE WASTE?
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POST-CONSUMER WASTE
is waste collected after the consumer has 

disposed of it.

SLIDESHOW:T4RC-01-5
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WHAT ARE THE ISSUES SURROUNDING TEXTILE WASTE?
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PRE-PRODUCTION
Ordering an extra 10-20% of fabric than is needed 
is common practice in the fashion industry.

Source:
Maker’s Row (2015), Manufacturing Your First Collection?
https://makersrow.com/blog/2015/03/manufacturing-your-first-
collection-here-are-5-things-to-save-you-time-money/
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WHAT ARE THE ISSUES SURROUNDING TEXTILE WASTE?
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MANUFACTURING
A large amount of textile waste is generated during the 
manufacturing stage, averaging at 25% of the fabrics 
and fibres used in production, but this figure can reach 
as high as 47%

Source: 
Reverse Resources The potential of remanufacturing 
reverseresources.net/about/remanufacturing

http://reverseresources.net/about/remanufacturing
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POST-MANUFACTURING
Overorders of fabrics are sometimes sold to third 
parties, put into storage, discarded or even destroyed.
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WHAT ARE THE ISSUES SURROUNDING TEXTILE WASTE?
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Source:
McKinsey & Company (2016), 
Style that’s sustainable: A new fast-fashion formula

AVERAGE CONSUMER 
CONSUMPTION OF CLOTHING

15 years ago

2016

+60%
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WHAT ARE THE ISSUES SURROUNDING TEXTILE WASTE?
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ALMOST 

100% 
REUSABLE OR 
RECYCLABLE

TEXTILE WASTE:

SLIDESHOW:T4RC-01-10
Source:
Secondary Materials and Recycled Textiles Association, Media Kit 
https://www.smartasn.org/SMARTASN/assets/File/resources/SMART_
PressKitOnline.pdf
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RECONSTRUCTION
is a form of up-cycling and is the process of making new 

clothes from waste formed of previously worn garments or 
preformed finished clothing products. This process involves 
first deconstructing garments and then reconstructing the 

waste materials into new designs.

SLIDESHOW:T4RC-02
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“Fashion then [in the 80’s] was bold colours, wide shoulders; everything was extravagant. Martin came along 
with ripped sleeves, frayed hems, clumpy shoes — we were still talking about stilettos!” 

Geert Bruloot

Image credit: Maison Margiela

SLIDESHOW:T4RC-03-1
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Image credit: Maison Margiela
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Image credit: She’s Got Plenty
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Image credit: A Magazine curated by Maison 
Martin Margiela in June 2004

SLIDESHOW:T4RC-03-4
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Image credit: A Magazine curated by Maison 
Martin Margiela in June 2004
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Image credit: A Magazine curated by Maison 
Martin Margiela in June 2004

SLIDESHOW:T4RC-03-6
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Image credit: Christopher Ræburn

SLIDESHOW:T4RC-04-1
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Image credit: Christopher Ræburn

SLIDESHOW:T4RC-04-2
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Image credit: Christopher Ræburn

SLIDESHOW:T4RC-04-3
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Image credit: Christopher Ræburn
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RECONSTRUCTION CASE STUDY 3: CLéMENTINE SANDNER
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“Don’t throw away what once was beautiful, make it born again.”
Clémentine Sandner

Image credit: Clémentine Sandner

SLIDESHOW:T4RC-05-1
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Image credit: Clémentine Sandner

SLIDESHOW:T4RC-05-2
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Image credit: Clémentine Sandner

SLIDESHOW:T4RC-05-3
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REDRESSDESIGNAWARD.COM

Shirt
•	 100% cotton
•	 Trims: buttons

Dress
•	 44% cotton 
•	 32% nylon
•	 22% polyester
•	 2% viscose
•	 Shell fabric: lace 
•	 Lining: 100% 
	 polyester
•	 Trims: zip

Image credit: Charles Tyrwhitt, Coast Monica

SLIDESHOW:T4RC-06-1
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Item 1: Item 2:

Fibre content: 
Trims: 

Fibre content: 
Trims: 

Strength Limitation Strength Limitation

Fibre type

Fabric quality

Garment construction

Ease of deconstruction 

Ability to source the 
garments in large quantities

EXERCISE SHEET: T4RC-06-2



Questions
•	 Are there any common problems identified from the group’s damaged garments?
•	 What were the possible causes of the damage from each garment?
•	 How could the damage have been avoided? 
•	 Is there anything that could have been done at the design stage to minimise damage, or could 
	 a solution for consumers to rework damage as it occurs have been provided? If so, what are possible options? 

RECONSTRUCTION EXERCISE 2: ANALYSING DAMAGE IN GARMENTS
REDRESSDESIGNAWARD.COMEXERCISE SHEET: T4RC-07

 ANALYSING DAMAGE IN GARMENTS
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RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT BRIEF 1: 
Creating a new look using secondhand garments

Christina Dean  |  www.redress.com.hk/the-365-challenge-2013/
REDRESSDESIGNAWARD.COMSLIDESHOW:T4RC-08-1

2 // monotone1 // FLORAL

A classic black-and-white combo is a timeless and edgy look that works for 
every shape and style. Monotone garments are staples in every wardrobe and 
are easy to mix and match. To accentuate the proportion and monochrome look 
of an outfit, simply throw in some black accessories to an all-white ensemble 
and you’re good to go. 
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Floral prints are a classic look for summer. Choose floral patterns that are girly 
but not granny-looking. A feminine touch of floral to an androgynous denim 
outfit can bring so much more to the eye. 
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RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT BRIEF 1: 
Creating a new look using secondhand garments

Christina Dean  |  www.redress.com.hk/the-365-challenge-2013/
REDRESSDESIGNAWARD.COMSLIDESHOW:T4RC-08-2

3 // sporty chic 4 // suit with temptation

Infuse more energy into your outfit by incorporating athletic wear into your 
summer wardrobe. Show off your style by draping a sports jacket over your 
shoulders and pairing it with a simple white tank and denim shorts. This is a 
casually chic look that never goes out of style.

Does your blazer look drab and boring on a hot summer day? Pair it with a 
mini skirt to add a touch of sultry while keeping it classy at the same time. A 
blazer is a classic yet versatile piece that can take you from day to night for 
any occasion. Wear your blazer with a classic pencil skirt for a sophisticated 
evening look or roll-up the sleeves for a casual summer day look. 
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RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT BRIEF 2: 
RECONSTRUCTION WITH UNWANTED JEANS

Leif Erikkson  |  www.leiferikkson.co.uk
REDRESSDESIGNAWARD.COM

Image credit: Leif Erikkson

SLIDESHOW:T4RC-09


